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ADR 822 Maricela Arteaga 
Recommendation to Dismiss 

The Office of General Counsel (OGC) referred MUR 7222 on April II, 2017, and the ADR 
Office designated the matter as ADR 822. The ADR Office recommends that the Commission 
exercise prosecutorial discretion and dismiss the matter. Heckler v. Chaney AlO U.S. 821 (1985). 
We include a summary and discussion of the matter for your information. 

Summary and Analysis of Case: On March 6,2017, Julio M. Carbajal filed a Complaint 
alleging that Maricela Arteaga, a Mexican citizen, made political contributions in 
violation of the law. Foreign nationals are prohibited from making contributions to a 
federal, state, or local election, or to a committee of a political party. 52 U.S.C. § 
30121(a); 11 C.F.R. § 110.20(b), (c). A foreign national is an individual who is not a 
citizen of the United States or a national of the United States and who is not lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence. 52 U.S.C § 30121(b); 11 C.F.R. § 110.20(a)(3). 

In her response, Ms. Arteaga acknowledges that she made political contributions between 
October 2012 and April 2013 totaling $70 to Obama for America and Organizing for 
Action prior to obtaining permanent resident status in the United States. However, she 
contends that she was unaware that this was prohibited conduct. At the time of these 
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contributions she was legally living, working, and paying taxes in the United States 
though not yet a permanent resident. 

The ADR Office recommends that the Commission exercise prosecutorial discretion and 
dismiss the matter due to the low dollar amount ($70) at issue. Heckler v. Chaney 470 
U.S. 821 (1985). 

RECOMMENDATION; 
1. Dismiss ADR 822 (MUR 7222), and close the file. 
2. Approve the appropriate letters. 
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